
F L O R I D A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N

2022

Technical Report



 

i 
 

Technical Report 

Table of Contents 

1. Executive Summary ................................................................................................................................... 1 

2. Study Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 3 

2.1. Background and Purpose ............................................................................................................................... 3 

2.2. Study Airports ................................................................................................................................................... 3 

3. Economic Impact Definitions .................................................................................................................... 5 

3.1. Economic Impact Terms ................................................................................................................................. 5 

3.2. Economic Impact Measures ........................................................................................................................... 5 

3.3. Economic Impact Categories .......................................................................................................................... 6 

3.3.1. On-Airport Impacts .................................................................................................................................... 6 

3.3.2. Visitor Spending Impacts .......................................................................................................................... 7 

3.3.3. Off-Airport Air Cargo Impacts .................................................................................................................. 8 

3.3.4. Military Aviation Impacts .......................................................................................................................... 8 

3.3.5. Industry Reliance Impacts ........................................................................................................................ 9 

3.3.6. Summary of Economic Impact Categories ............................................................................................. 9 

4. Data Collection Process ........................................................................................................................... 10 

4.1. Surveys ............................................................................................................................................................ 12 

4.1.1. Airport Management Survey .................................................................................................................. 12 

4.1.2. Airport Tenant Survey ............................................................................................................................. 13 

4.1.3. Commercial Air Passenger Survey ........................................................................................................ 14 

4.1.4. GA Pilot & Passenger Survey .................................................................................................................. 15 

4.1.5. Off-Airport Business Reliance Survey ................................................................................................... 16 

4.2. Airport Outreach and Data Collection Methods ....................................................................................... 17 

4.2.1. 101 Webinar ............................................................................................................................................. 17 

4.2.2. Site Visits ................................................................................................................................................... 18 

4.2.3. Visitor Surveying ...................................................................................................................................... 21 

4.2.4. Off-Airport Air Cargo Impacts ................................................................................................................ 24 

4.2.5. Military Impacts ....................................................................................................................................... 24 

4.2.6. Industry Reliance Impacts ...................................................................................................................... 24 

4.3. Data Validation and Results ......................................................................................................................... 25 



 

ii 
 

Technical Report 

4.4. Summary ......................................................................................................................................................... 25 

5. Methodology ............................................................................................................................................. 26 

5.1. Economic Modeling Process ........................................................................................................................ 26 

5.1.1. Florida Districts ........................................................................................................................................ 26 

5.1.2. Modeling Process for On-Airport and Visitor Spending Impacts ..................................................... 27 

6. Economic Impact Findings ...................................................................................................................... 36 

6.1. On-Airport ....................................................................................................................................................... 36 

6.1.1. Airport Administration ............................................................................................................................ 37 

6.1.2. On-Airport Tenants.................................................................................................................................. 38 

6.1.3. Airport Capital Improvements ............................................................................................................... 39 

6.1.4. On-Airport Summary ............................................................................................................................... 39 

6.2. Visitor Spending ............................................................................................................................................. 40 

6.2.1. Commercial Service Visitors ................................................................................................................... 41 

6.2.2. General Aviation (GA) Visitors ................................................................................................................ 42 

6.2.3. Visitor Spending Summary ..................................................................................................................... 43 

6.3. Off-Airport Air Cargo ..................................................................................................................................... 44 

6.4. Military ............................................................................................................................................................. 44 

6.5. Industry Reliance ........................................................................................................................................... 45 

7. Communications Toolkit ......................................................................................................................... 47 

7.1. Statewide Video ............................................................................................................................................. 47 

7.2. Statewide Executive Summary..................................................................................................................... 48 

7.3. FDOT District Executive Summaries ............................................................................................................ 48 

7.4. Individual Airport Brochures ........................................................................................................................ 49 

7.5. Individual Airport PowerPoints .................................................................................................................... 49 

7.6. Case Studies ................................................................................................................................................... 50 

Appendix A. Economic Impacts by Airport ............................................................................................. 51 

Appendix B. Economic Impacts by FDOT District .................................................................................. 81 

Appendix C. Off-Airport Air Cargo ........................................................................................................... 82 

C.1. Summary of Statewide Air Cargo Dependency ..................................................................................... 86 

Appendix D. Military ................................................................................................................................ 109 



 

iii 
 

Technical Report 

D.2. Eglin Air Force Base .................................................................................................................................. 113 

D.3. Homestead Air Reserve Base ................................................................................................................. 114 

D.4. Hurlburt Field ............................................................................................................................................ 115 

D.5. MacDill Air Force Base ............................................................................................................................. 116 

D.6. Naval Air Station Jacksonville.................................................................................................................. 117 

D.7. Naval Air Station Key West ...................................................................................................................... 118 

D.8. Naval Air Station Pensacola .................................................................................................................... 119 

D.9. Naval Air Station Whiting Field ............................................................................................................... 120 

D.10. Naval Station Mayport ............................................................................................................................. 121 

D.11. Patrick Space Force Base ........................................................................................................................ 122 

D.12. Tyndall Air Force Base ............................................................................................................................. 123 

D.13. Summary ................................................................................................................................................... 124 

Appendix E. Airport Tenant Sectors ...................................................................................................... 126 

 

  



 

iv 
 

Technical Report 

List of Figures 

Figure 1-1: 2022 FL AEIS Results ................................................................................................................................ 2 

Figure 2-1: 2022 AEIS Study Airports and FDOT Districts....................................................................................... 4 

Figure 3-1: Economic Impact Terms .......................................................................................................................... 5 

Figure 3-2: Economic Impact Measures.................................................................................................................... 6 

Figure 3-3: Components of On-Airport Impacts ...................................................................................................... 7 

Figure 3-4: Components of Visitor Spending Impacts ............................................................................................ 8 

Figure 3-5: Economic Impact Overview .................................................................................................................... 9 

Figure 4-1: Data Collection Timeline ....................................................................................................................... 11 

Figure 5-1: Estimating Missing Direct Impacts with IMPLAN ............................................................................... 29 

Figure 5-2: 2021 GA Visitor Count Methodology ................................................................................................... 31 

Figure 5-3: Commercial Visitor Spending Surveys and Passengers ................................................................... 32 

Figure 5-4: Total Commercial Service Visitor Spending Calculation ................................................................... 33 

Figure 6-1: Statewide On-Airport Impacts .............................................................................................................. 37 

Figure 6-2: Statewide Visitor Spending Impacts .................................................................................................... 40 

Figure 6-3: Statewide Off-Airport Air Cargo Impacts ............................................................................................ 44 

Figure 6-4: Statewide Military Impacts.................................................................................................................... 45 

Figure 6-5: Jobs and Business Revenue Relying on Air Transportation ............................................................. 46 

Figure 6-5: Statewide Industry Reliance Impacts .................................................................................................. 46 

Figure C-1: Off-Airport Air Cargo Impacts .............................................................................................................. 83 

Figure C-2: Total Air Cargo Flow into and Out of Florida (2020) ......................................................................... 84 

Figure C-3: Example of Air Cargo Activity Measured in 2022 AEIS ...................................................................... 85 

Figure C-4: Total Value of International Air Cargo Imports by FDOT District and Top Five International  
Air Commodity Imports by Value (2021 Dollars) ................................................................................................... 88 

Figure C-5: Total Value of International Air Cargo Exports by FDOT District and Top Five International  
Air Commodity Exports by Value (2021 Dollars) ................................................................................................... 89 

Figure C-6: Total Value of Domestic Air Cargo Imports by FDOT District and Top Five Domestic Air 
Commodity Imports by Value (2021 Dollars) ......................................................................................................... 90 

Figure C-7: Total Value of Domestic Air Cargo Exports by FDOT District and Top Five Domestic Air 
Commodity Exports by Value (2021 Dollars) ......................................................................................................... 91 

Figure C-8: Origins of Imported International Air Cargo Received in Florida by Value (2021 Dollars) .......... 92 



 

v 
 

Technical Report 

Figure C-9: Origins of Imported Domestic Air Cargo Received in Florida by Value (2021 Dollars) ................ 93 

Figure C-10: Destinations of Exported International Air Cargo Received in Florida by Value  
(2021 Dollars).............................................................................................................................................................. 94 

Figure C-11: Destinations of Exported Domestic Air Cargo Received in Florida by Value (2021 Dollars) ..... 95 

Figure C-12: Total Economic Impact by FDOT District (2021 Dollars) ................................................................ 96 

Figure C-13: Total Economic Impact of Air Cargo Dependency by Industry (2021 Dollars) ............................ 98 

Figure C-14: Schematic Presentation of Inter-industry Commodity Flows (Cargo Flows) ............................. 103 

Figure C-15: Analysis Flow Chart for Imported Air Shipments .......................................................................... 104 

Figure C-16: Flow of Articles of Electronics and Electrical Components in the Florida Economy ................ 108 

Figure D-1: Map of Military Installations in the State of Florida ....................................................................... 111 

Figure D-2: Total Statewide Military Impacts ....................................................................................................... 124 

  



 

vi 
 

Technical Report 

List of Tables 

Table 4-1: AMS Data Points ...................................................................................................................................... 12 

Table 4-2: Airport Tenant Survey Data Points ....................................................................................................... 14 

Table 4-3: Commercial Passenger Survey Data Points ......................................................................................... 15 

Table 4-4: GA Pilot & Passenger Survey Data Points ............................................................................................ 16 

Table 4-5: Off-Airport Business Reliance Survey Data Points.............................................................................. 17 

Table 4-6: Commercial Service Visitor Surveying Schedule ................................................................................. 22 

Table 4-7: GA Visitor Surveying Schedule ............................................................................................................... 23 

Table 4-8: Air Cargo Data Sources/Tools ................................................................................................................ 24 

Table 5-1: The Seven FDOT Districts and Associated Counties ........................................................................... 27 

Table 5-2: Sectors Used to Categorize Visitor Spending ...................................................................................... 35 

Table 6-1: Statewide On-Airport Impacts ............................................................................................................... 37 

Table 6-2: Statewide Airport Administration Impacts .......................................................................................... 38 

Table 6-3: Statewide On-Airport Tenant Impacts .................................................................................................. 38 

Table 6-4: Statewide Airport Capital Improvement Impacts ............................................................................... 39 

Table 6-5: Statewide On-Airport Impact Comparison .......................................................................................... 39 

Table 6-6: Statewide Visitor Spending Impacts ..................................................................................................... 40 

Table 6-7: Commercial Service Number of Visitors and Spending ..................................................................... 41 

Table 6-8: Statewide Commercial Service Visitor Spending Impacts ................................................................. 42 

Table 6-9: Statewide GA Visitor Count and Spending by NPIAS Classification ................................................. 42 

Table 6-10: Statewide GA Visitor Spending Impacts ............................................................................................. 43 

Table 6-11: Statewide Visitor Spending Impact Comparison .............................................................................. 43 

Table 6-12: Statewide Off-Airport Air Cargo Impacts ........................................................................................... 44 

 

Table A-1: Total On-Airport Impacts by Airport ..................................................................................................... 51 

Table A-2: Total Visitor Spending Impacts by Airport ........................................................................................... 57 

Table A-3: Direct Impacts by Airport ....................................................................................................................... 63 



 

vii 
 

Technical Report 

Table A-4: Multiplier Impacts (Supplier Sales and Income Re-spending Combined) by Airport .................... 69 

Table A-5: Total Economic Impacts by Airport ....................................................................................................... 75 

Table B-1: Economic Impact Categories by FDOT District ................................................................................... 81 

Table B-2: Total Economic Impact by FDOT District by Jobs, Payroll, Value Added, and Total Output ......... 81 

Table C-1: Economic Impacts of Statewide Air Cargo Dependency ................................................................... 86 

Table C-2: Total Air Cargo Economic Impacts by FDOT District (2021 Dollars) ................................................. 97 

Table C-3: Total Air Cargo Impacts by 14 Major Industry Groups (2021 Dollars) ............................................. 99 

Table C-4: Value and Percent of Electronics and Electrical Components Shipped In and Out of Florida ... 105 

Table C-5: Profile of Industries in Florida that Acquire Electronics and Other Electrical Components ...... 105 

Table C-6: Industry Production Attributable to Imported Air Cargo ................................................................ 106 

Table C-7: Industry Production Attributable to Exported Air Cargo ................................................................. 107 

Table C-8: Direct Impacts of Economic Impact (Output) Due to Imported and Exported  
Air Shipments of Electronics .................................................................................................................................. 108 

Table C-9: Direct Impacts Attributed to Air Cargo Shipments of Electronics and Electrical Components . 109 

Table D-1: 2021 Eglin Air Force Base Economic Impact (Output) ..................................................................... 113 

Table D-2: 2021 Homestead Air Reserve Base Economic Impact (Output) ..................................................... 114 

Table D-3: 2021 Hurlburt Field Economic Impact (Output) ............................................................................... 115 

Table D-4: 2021 MacDill Air Force Base Economic Impact (Output) ................................................................. 116 

Table D-5: 2021 Naval Air Station Jacksonville Economic Impact (Output) ..................................................... 117 

Table D-6: 2021 Naval Air Station Key West Economic Impact (Output) ......................................................... 118 

Table D-7: 2021 Naval Air Station Pensacola Economic Impact (Output) ........................................................ 119 

Table D-8: 2021 Naval Air Station Whiting Field Economic Impact (Output)................................................... 120 

Table D-9: 2021 Naval Station Mayport Economic Impact (Output) ................................................................ 121 

Table D-10. 2021 Patrick Space Force Base Economic Impact (Output) .......................................................... 122 

Table D-11: 2021 Tyndall Air Force Base Economic Impact (Output) ............................................................... 123 

Table D-12: Military Impacts by Facility (Output) ................................................................................................ 125 

Table E-1: Sectors Used to Categorize Airport Tenants ..................................................................................... 126 



 

1 
 

Technical Report 

1. Executive Summary 
Florida relies on an extensive, robust, and evolving airport system to support the state’s economy and 
drive economic growth. Florida’s diverse airport system includes over 120 public-use airports, as well as 
11 military aviation installations, and can accommodate significant tourism, business, air cargo, and 
military activities. Florida’s year-round sunshine encourages consistent operations throughout the year, 
supporting a strong employment base (airport administration and tenants) and driving investment 
through capital improvements. Florida’s airports also support access for millions of out-of-state visitors 
each year who fly in to experience Florida’s world-renowned tourism scene and in support of business 
activities. Combined with the immense air cargo volumes flowing through the airports and the military’s 
aviation activities at several installations across the state, Florida’s airport system supports the state’s 
economy in a variety of ways. 

The 2022 Florida Aviation Economic Impact Study (2022 AEIS) is a multi-faceted and interrelated analysis 
that measures the contribution of Florida’s airport system to the state’s economy. The 2022 AEIS started 
with an extensive data collection effort at nearly all of Florida’s public-use airports, including gathering 
data on airport employees, tenant employees, capital expenditures, and out-of-state visitors. The data 
collection effort also included collecting visitor survey data in-person at commercial service airports and 

general aviation (GA) airports—the first statewide aviation economic impact study to do so.  

The 2022 AEIS results are a snapshot of the estimated annual economic contribution of Florida’s airport 
system to the state’s economy in calendar year (CY) 2021. Key findings from this analysis are presented in 
Figure 1-1.  
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Figure 1-1: 2022 FL AEIS Results

  


































































































































































































































































	FDOT AEIS Tech Report Front Cover
	FDOT AEIS Technical Report
	FDOT AEIS Tech Report Back Cover

